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BRIEF PORTRAIT

A b r i e f p o r t rai t o f
Ö s te r r e i c h i s c h e
B u n d e s f o r s te
As Austria’s nature enterprise, Österreichische Bundesforste (ÖBf)
maintains every tenth square metre of Austria’s natural landscape. It
cares for, protects and manages the natural resources of the Republic
of Austria – lakes, forest and mountains - based on the principle of
sustainability. Only as much is taken from the natural environment
as can grow back again.

The protection of nature and the
environment is an integral part of
ÖBf’s everyday activities. Around
half of all ÖBf land is protected
under law. Forests, alpine areas and
flood plains as well as meadows,
lakes and moorland enjoy special
protection because of their high
ecological value. The categories of
protection cover national parks,
nature and landscape conservation
areas and natural monuments.
ÖBf also plays an important role in
the implementation of the Natura
2000 European network and
supports international initiatives
for biodiversity. ÖBf has contributed

More than 1,000
nature conservation
projects per year

PROTECTION AN D
MANAGEMENT
F O R N AT U R E

substantial areas of land and knowhow to three national parks, the
Wienerwald biosphere reserve, and
Dürrenstein wilderness reserve.
ÖBf business units are involved in
the management of the DonauAuen and Kalkalpen national parks.
ÖBf works closely with environmental protection organisations, federal
and municipal authorities and the
scientific community. Voluntary
conservation activities cover a large
number of species and ecosystems,
guaranteeing a safe and secure
future for stone crayfish, capercaillie
and wild bees as well as endangered
tree species such as service tree and
wild service tree in Austria.

RESPONSIBILITY
FOR MANKIND
AND SOCIETY
Intact landscapes, healthy forests,
clean water and fresh air are decisive
factors for the high quality of life
in our country. Nature must remain
open to all people, but must also be
protected from harm. One of ÖBf’s
most important responsibilities is
continuous mediation between ecological interests and the needs and
demands of society. This is the only
way for the forest to successfully
fulfil all its functions.

regions of Austria by safeguarding
people and residential communities
from damage caused by the forces
of nature. ÖBf is responsible for
maintaining a greater than average
area of protective forests.

ÖBf is continually expanding the
basis for a diverse recreational
offerring in collaboration with
municipalities, associations and
partners from the tourism and
business sectors. This portfolio
includes natural swimming areas
with public access, mountain bike
routes, trekking trails and bridleways
as well as facilities for winter sports.

Forests are improving the quality
of air, protecting the soil, regulating
the water balance and climate
and also ensuring the quality of
ground water. They play a particularly important role in the alpine

> Protection of drinking
water resources
> Responsibility for around
152,000 ha of protected
forests
> Development of a sustainable range of
recreational activities in
Austria

ÖBf helps conserve Austria’s rich
cultural heritage by maintaining
valuable historical buildings such
as Eckartsau Castle, the imperial
hunting lodge in the Donau-Auen
National Park, or the Bodinggraben
historic foresters’ lodge in the
Kalkalpen National Park.

MANAGEMENT
O F N AT U R A L
RESOURCES

> Annual contribution to the
Austrian public budget
> Profit-making financial results
> Development of new areas
of business

As the largest ecosystem manager
in the country, Österreichische Bundesforste is responsible for 10% of
the country‘s land area including 74
of the larger lakes and 15% of the forests. ÖBf was originally founded in
1925 and reorganised as a stock corporation in 1997. The sole sharehol-

der of ÖBf AG and owner of all ÖBf
land is the Republic of Austria. Each
year, the company pays a contribution to the Republic‘s budget for the
right to manage its lands (usufruct
fee and dividend). ÖBf’s primary
business is forestry management.
All related activities are conducted
in full awareness of the needs of
nature and in accordance with the
principle of sustainability. This means that timber harvests are limited
to the volume of new growth. With
production cycles lasting on average
longer than 120 years, planning has
to take into account future generations. ÖBf supplies sawmills as well
as the paper, cardboard and pulp
industries and biomass heat and
power plants.
Alongside the core business of
forestry/timber, the biggest and
most important business segment
is real estate including leasing, rent
and building rights. As the third
business segment, services offered
range from forestry consultancy
and the management of private
forests to ecosystem planning for
customers throughout Austria.
Renewable energies are the fourth
pillar, where Bundesforste focuses
on small-scale hydropower, wind
power, forest biomass and photovoltaic projects, thereby making an
active contribution to the energy
turnaround.

K E Y D ATA

Timber harvested in 1,000 cubic metres, approx.

1,500

Total area in ha, according to ÖBf surveys, approx.

850,000

Thereof forest area, approx.

510,000

Employees full-time equivalent, average for the year

1,025

Management units (12 forestry units, 2 national park units, 1 forest technology unit)
Buildings, approx.

4,000

Real estate contracts 1 (leasing, rent, tourism, building rights), approx.

24,000

Forest districts
Hunting area  in ha / districts, approx.

121
840,000 / 1,000

Fishery districts, approx.

550

excl. hunting, fishery and ÖBf operations
Status as of 31.12.2017

K E Y D ATA

Capricorn
(capra ibex)

1

15

FOREST MANAGEMENT U N ITS

The forest management units serve as regional contacts and are at
your disposal for hunting, fishing, real estate and forestry services.

1 Wienerwald Forest Management Unit
Head: Johannes Wimmer
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 633 41
wienerwald@bundesforste.at
2 Waldviertel-Voralpen Forest Management Unit

M A P & C O N TA C T

Head: Bernhard Funcke
Langenloiserstraße 217 | 3500 Krems
Tel. +43 2732 853 05
waldviertel-voralpen@bundesforste.at
3 Styria Forest Management Unit
Head: Richard Höllerer
Hauptstraße 40 | 8632 Gußwerk
Tel. +43 3882 22 51
steiermark@bundesforste.at
4 Steyrtal Forest Management Unit
Head: Harald Greifeneder
Buseckerstraße 25 | 4591 Molln
Tel. +43 7584 32 01
steyrtal@bundesforste.at

5 Traun-Innviertel Forest Management Unit
Head: Andreas Gruber
Steinkoglstraße 25 | 4802 Ebensee
Tel. +43 6133 207 77
traun-innviertel@bundesforste.at
6 Inneres Salzkammergut Forest Management Unit
Head: Kurt Wittek
Obere Marktstraße 1 | 4822 Bad Goisern
Tel. +43 6135 200 02
salzkammergut@bundesforste.at
7 Carinthia–Lungau Forest Management Unit
Head: Antje Elsholz
Stiftgasse 1 | 9872 Millstatt
Tel. +43 4766 20 14
kaernten-lungau@bundesforste.at
8 Flachgau–Tennengau Forest Management Unit
Head: Erwin Stampfer
Markt 14 | 5441 Abtenau
Tel. +43 6243 23 35
flachgau-tennengau@bundesforste.at

Forest Technology
13 Forestry
Head: Laurenz Aschauer
Steinkoglstraße 25 | 4802 Ebensee
Tel. +43 6133 87 25
forsttechnik@bundesforste.at

National Park Management Units
14 National park Donau-Auen
Head: Gerald Oitzinger
Schloss Eckartsau | 2305 Eckartsau
Tel. +43 2214 22 40
donauauen@bundesforste.at
15 Kalkalpen National Park Unit
Head: Johann Kammleitner
Eisenstraße 75 | 4462 Reichraming
Tel. +43 7254 205 05
kalkalpen@bundesforste.at

Headquarters
Österreichische Bundesforste AG

9 Pongau Forest Management Unit
Head: Hannes Üblagger
Zaglausiedlung 3 | 5600 St. Johann
Tel. +43 6412 58 56
pongau@bundesforste.at
10 Pinzgau Forest Management Unit
Head: Winfried Weinberger
Klausgasse 11 | 5730 Mittersill
Tel. +43 6562 62 06
pinzgau@bundesforste.at
11 Unterinntal Forest Management Unit
Head: Hermann Schmiderer
Brixentalerstraße 37 | 6361 Hopfgarten
Tel. +43 5335 22 14
unterinntal@bundesforste.at
12 Oberinntal Forest Management Unit
Head: Egon Fritz
Lendgasse 10a | 6060 Hall/Tirol
Tel. +43 5223 522 23
oberinntal@bundesforste.at

Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-0
unternehmensleitung@bundesforste.at
www.bundesforste.at
Management Board
Rudolf Freidhager
Tel. Ext. 1000
Georg Schöppl
Tel. Ext. 2000
vorstand@bundesforste.at

Lakes
Area > 100 ha, by size
Attersee, Traunsee, Wörthersee, Millstätter See,
Wolfgangsee, Ossiacher See, Hallstätter See,
Weißensee, Grundlsee, Fuschlsee, Altausseer See

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
Timber

Renewable energy

Timber sales

Small-scale hydropower

Wolfgang Holzer
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-6000
holzverkauf@bundesforste.at
Timber harvest
Laurenz Aschauer
Steinkoglstraße 25 | 4802 Ebensee
Tel. +43 6133 87 25
forsttechnik@bundesforste.at

Road construction & maintenance
Forest technology
Laurenz Aschauer
Steinkoglstraße 25 | 4802 Ebensee
Tel. +43 6133 87 25
forsttechnik@bundesforste.at

Hunting
Friedrich Völk
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-3120
jagd@bundesforste.at

Fisheries
Andreas Haas
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-3141
fischerei@bundesforste.at

Services
Horst Pristauz-Telsnigg
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-5100
dienstleistungen@bundesforste.at

Günther Spatzenegger
Pummerasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-5000
energie@bundesforste.at
Wind energy and photovoltaics
Robert Nusser
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-7030
energie@bundesforste.at

Ecosystem management
Gerald Plattner
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-3140
naturraummanagement@bundesforste.at

Real estate
Gernot Strasser
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-7000
immobilien@bundesforste.at

Recreation and tourism
Georg Schwaighofer
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-7040
immobilien@bundesforste.at

Wild.Media
Nature location services
Klaus Hens
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-7070
wildmedia@bundesforste.at

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y A S T H E
GUIDING PRINCIPLE
ÖBf manages the entrusted natural treasures – forests, wild game,
wind, water – to provide renewable raw materials and generate energy
from renewable resources. Sustainability forms the guiding principle
for all ÖBf activities. The company translates this principle into practice
by placing equal value on protecting the environment, the needs of
society and commercial success. The company’s business activities are
directed towards the creation of benefits for nature, mankind and
the economy based on sustainable development.

Nature and enviroment

Business and economy

Commitment to preserve,
improve and manage natural
resources in a sustainable manner

Competitive position through
lean structures and cost-optimised
processes

Protection of quality of life
for future generations

Innovation driver for the Austrian
forestry sector

Provision of renewable raw
materials as a contribution to
supporting ecological lifecycles

Raising the economic value of
ÖBf by improving efficiency
and developing new business
opportunities outside of forestry

Active participation in nature
conservation and ecosystem
management

Secure earnings and productivity

Mankind and Society
Dedicated employees as a key
factor for success
Ongoing dialogue and balancing of
interests with all stakeholder groups

Active contribution to regional
development

Alpine longhorn beetle
(Rosalia alpina)

Protection of the forest’s conservation, recreation and welfare functions

Österreichische Bundesforste
Headquarter
Pummergasse 10–12 | 3002 Purkersdorf
Tel. +43 2231 600-0
unternehmensleitung@bundesforste.at
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